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Choice by March 15, 2021
1. Agricultural Risk 

Coverage 
at county level (ARC-CO)

2. Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC)

3. ARC at the individual 
farm level by FSA Farm

By 
program 
crop

Stays the same as last 
decision unless changed
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How do I complete the election process? 
Email or call your local county office 
to set up an appointment
Who must sign for the election?
ALL producers on the farm with a share or interest in cropland acres

2021 election decision
• Must be requested by 2021 producers
• ALL signatures must be submitted to FSA by March 15, 2021
• Failure to submit will result in 2019/2020 election carried over to 2021
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When Can I Sign Up?   NOW!
Election and Enrollment are integrated into a single process. 

Complete form CCC-866 or CCC-862 for Election and Enrollment.

Election Period coincides with enrollment period
2021 is from October 1, 2020 to March 15, 2021
2022 is from October 1, 2021 to March 15, 2022
2023 is from October 1, 2022 to March 15, 2023

No late-file provisions for election
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Reporting Changes to the County Office

Has there been ANY change 
in your farming operation?

Report any changes to FSA immediately. 

This ensures program eligibility and compliance 
for all FSA Programs.
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Reporting Changes to the County Office
What do I need to provide to FSA?
Update in Ownership? Sold ground or purchased ground? 
Current Deed

Update in Land Leased/Operated? 
Copy of Lease agreement or owner verification

Update in my Farming Operation? 
Example: Joint Ventures, Legal Entities, Trusts, deceased producer, etc.
Contact the County Office to update your Farm Operating Plan 
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Producer Eligibility / Payment Limitation
Required Forms

CCC-901
Member Information 

(if applicable)

CCC-902
Farm Operating Plan

CCC-941
Adjusted Gross Income 

Certification and Consent 
to Release 

(annual certification)

AD-1026
HELC/WC Compliance 

Certification
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Producer Eligibility / Payment Limitation
• Payment Limitation

$125,000 – per person or legal entity

• Actively Engaged in Farming

• Cash Rent Tenant Rules Apply

• $900,000 - Adjusted Gross Income Limitation

• HELC/WC Compliant



https://www.fsa.usda.gov https://www.farmers.gov

Counties that have irrigated and non-irrigated yield series

CornSoybeans Wheat
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Where Can I Find Additional Information?

12

Program Data 
and Information

https://www.fsa.usda.gov

USDA Farmer Focused 
Resource Center
https://www.farmers.gov



Jonathan W Coppess
Assistant Professor
Director, Gardner Agriculture Policy Program
Fellow, Bock Ag Law/Policy Program

Nick Paulson
Associate Professor

Director of Graduate Programs



This Year is Different
Deadlines…
March 15, 2020
• ARC/PLC election for 

2019 AND 2020 crop years

• Halfway through 2019 MY

• Had good info on 2019 yields

• 2019 prevent plant 
and ARC-IC

March 15, 2021
• ARC/PLC election for 

2021 crop year only

• 2021 MY still ~6 months away

• 2021 crop year just starting



Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
Corn
$3.70 reference price
$4.00 projected price

Soybeans
$8.40 reference price
$10.00 projected price

Wheat
$5.50 reference price
$4.80 projected price

At current price forecasts, 
PLC would not provide support for corn or soybeans.
• Moderate price declines could trigger small PLC payments, less so for soybeans.
• Large price declines would be needed to result in moderate to large PLC payments.

PLC payments for wheat are more likely

Acres in ARC-CO are ineligible for SCO (but can use new ECO program)

A lot can happen between now and the 2021 MY



Ag Risk Coverage – County level (ARC-CO)
Corn
$3.70 benchmark price

Soybeans
$8.95 benchmark price

Wheat
$5.50 benchmark price

Trend benchmark yields, vary by county
Guarantee is 86% of benchmark revenue

At trend yields, prices would need to fall lower 
to trigger ARC-CO compared with PLC

At current price forecasts and trend/expected yields, 
ARC-CO would not trigger payments



Ag Risk Coverage – County level (ARC-CO)

Scenarios for payments:
1. Large decline in prices, trend yields 

(PLC would also pay, and likely larger payments)
2. Major yield losses in the county, expected price levels 

(PLC would not pay)
3. Some combination of both price declines and below trend yields

(PLC may also pay)

Corn
$3.70 benchmark price

Soybeans
$8.95 benchmark price

Wheat
$5.50 benchmark price



Excel Tool for:

ARC-CO/PLC 
Comparisons

ARC-IC Analysis
• Single FSA farm
• Multi-FSA farm

https://farmdoc.illinois.edu/assets/fast-tools/excel/arccoplc.xls

https://farmdoc.illinois.edu/assets/fast-tools/excel/arccoplc.xls


ARC-CO/PLC Comparison: Corn, Champaign Co



ARC-CO/PLC Comparison: Soybean, Champaign Co



ARC-CO/PLC Comparison: Wheat, Champaign Co



Ag Risk Coverage – Farm level (ARC-IC)

• Used on farms with 
total prevent plant in 
2019 for 2019 and 2020 signup

• If use in 2021:

⁃ Only use on one farm

⁃ Pick farm with most variable yields

⁃ A farm with a history of total 
prevent plant is a good choice



Farmdoc
Decision Support Tools
https://fd-tools.ncsa.illinois.edu

https://fd-tools.ncsa.illinois.edu/arcplc



ARC/PLC Calculator found at https://fd-tools.ncsa.illinois.edu/arcplc



ARC/PLC Calculator found at https://fd-tools.ncsa.illinois.edu/arcplc



ARC/PLC Calculator found at https://fd-tools.ncsa.illinois.edu/arcplc



We would like to thank all of our farmdoc sponsors



Upcoming Webinars

Acreage Decisions in 2021
11:00 to noon CT, Thursday February 18th 

Corn and soybean decisions have changed greatly Since August. This webinar will discuss 
implications of those decisions for planting decisions in 2021.

ECO and Crop Insurance
11:00 to noon CT, Thursday February 11th

Most farmers in the Midwest insure corn and soybeans with Revenue Protection (RP). This 
year, a new county-level product can be added on top of RP and other products called 
Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO). This webinar will discuss the crop insurance decisions, in 
general, and ECO in particular.



For the webinar archives and 5-minute farmdoc
Subscribe to our channel YouTube.com/farmdocVideo

. I l l inois .edu

Thank You for joining us!
Please submit your questions

Visit us at 
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